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Pospelov's spesch on Lenin's death anniversary and the offigial account of the 1951 Plen
fulfillment ‘are. given the usual wide publicity on the central and regional transmitters.

The chr‘oni@-weéknesses of agriculture--lagging livestock industry and inefficient utiliza-
tion and meintenance of machinery--still dominate the output in thet field. JIn industry,
the pressure is on socialist competition and higher production quality as the only way to
rectify the existing defisciencies. Inadequate politigal education of Communists and low
attendance of Party schools still claim comsiderable officisl attention. Literature and art
in the Buryat-Mongolian and Yekut Autonomous Republics are serutinized from an ideological
point of view and found wanting. '
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i The continuing official concern sbeut the lack of Progress shown by the
livestock industry is reflected in a number of regional broadcasts with charges renging from
faulty distribution of feodder 4o open violations of the sgricultural statute. Losses of ;
cattle, often euphemistically referred to as failure to achieve numerical increages, are
reported from a number of areas.

ol e e

GRODNENSKAYA FRAVDA (Jan. 16) speaks of the insdequate fodder rationing which "dooms the
cattle to undernourishment" during the secend part of the winter, and is responsible for

the "decreasing numbers" and lower productivity of the livestock. The above reference is

made to the Grodmo oblast as a whole but a glaring example of the malpractice is ecited in

the cage of the "Ilyich" eollective farm where "not one" of the cattle breeders knows how
much and what kind of fodder sheuld be given to "this or that group of animsls.!

SOVETSKAYA SIBIR (Jun. 18) discusses the "antikolkhoz practices" and "seriocus violations"

of the esgriculturel state in Ordynsky, Toguchingky, Iskitimsky and Maslyaninsky rayons and
concludes that "such an attitude can only be expected from the enemies of the kolkhoz system."
Individual workers as well as organizations and establishments, it appears, are "delibera-
tely herming" the collective farms. In Ordynsky rayon, for example, a number of officials from
the Chairman of the Executive Committee down are said to be "among those violating the
statute", and the head of the Tdyon machine-tractor station is mown %o be accepting

_ bribes. The chaotic situaticn brought about by such officizls, says the paper, is mot
surprisings

Available evidence shows squandering of property,
livestock, produce, work days and the improper dis-
tribution of profits. In a number of places...
auditing is not being carried cut snd there ig @ large
indebtedness.

Russian version:

Vdes yest fekty razbazarivanis ugodys, skota,
produktov i nevernogo raspredelenia dekhodov.
V ryade mest...ne provodyatsia revizii;, velika
zadolzhernost.

Thet mogt of the Ukrai Lagts have failed to inerease their livestock productivity
is admitted by RADYANSKA UKRAINA on Jan., 25. In Kemenets-Podolsk, Zhitomir, Chernigov,
Ternopol and other oblasts the average milk yield per cow is in fact "lower then in 1950."
{There is no indication, however, as to the size of the average milk yield per cow in 1950).
In at least four cblagts Kamenets-Podolsk, Vinnitsa, Ppltava and Rovne the plan to increase
the number of hogs was "eensiderably underfulfilled." (Chernigov oblast, it is revealed,

has consistently failed to fulfill its livestock-raising plang in the rast three years.
Another undersirable feature which. i ta end rayons have in common,
according to the peper, are the uniformly bad wintering conditions for the stock. Thig

is simply attributed to the "meny shortcomings and mistakes" on the part of the livestock
industry but the inferior comdition of the stock itself is implicitly associated with

the "loases and theft of fodder" over which no control is sald to be exercised by the
appropriate authorities. The lack of interest in the development of the livestock

industry is sherply criticized by RADYANSKA ZHITOMIRSHCHINA (Jan. 25). The editorial
asserts that the rayon soviets and agricultural departments" completely failed to

attend" to that impertant bramch of agriculture in meny parts of the oblast particularly

in Lyubarskiy, Gorodnitskiy, Barashivskiy, Bazerovskiy, Zhitomirskiy end Korostenskiy rayons.
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Most unsatisfactory (kraine neudovletvoritelno) is ORLOVSKAYA PRAVDA's version of the
winter maintenance of the stock In the oblast (Jan. 27). .Despite the fact that the

fodder shortage is already meking itself felt in a number of rayons, the paper says, "not
even the simplest measures" have as yet been taken to remedy the situation. Just how

the lack of fodder affects the development of cattle-raising is evident.from the following
editorial remark: "it is understandable that such an indifferent attitude to communal
stockbreeding does not increase but does lower the size of the kolkhoz herds." Named

ag the critical areas are Urltskly, Khabenetsk, Volodarsk and Sudbishchensk rayons where no
accounts are kept of the fodder supplies and no plans are drawn up for monthly fodder .’
rations and consumption. The failure to keep accounts, it appears, is not peculiar to

the Orel coblast farms aleome. A ZARYA editorial (Dmepropetrovsk, 29 Januery) complains

that account records are not kept at the stock farms. This vicious practice, the paper hints,
may be degigned to cover up "the bad organization of feeding, care and maintenance of
livestock and accounting for livestoek population...” The 1951 livestock development

plen is an admitted failure in Nikopolskiy, Krynicheanskiy, Stalinskiy and Shirokovskiy
rayons. It is also said to be a nesr failure in Verkhne-Dneprovekly, Sofiyskiy,

Shchorskiy and a8 number of other unnamed rayons whose previous "great mistakes"

have led to "a great lag" in the development of the livestock industry.

The sengitivity of the livestock issue and the gingerly approach to it on the part of
many stock men is implicitly admitted by VELIKOLUKSKAYA PRAVDA {Jan. 29). The paper
inveighs sagainst the "pernicious practice" of evading the serious responsibilities
involved in cattle breeding, and declares. that such evasions are frequently cemouflaged
by quegi-legalities. Thus the management of a number of machine-tractor stations

have deliberately excluded from their collective agreements "the main clauses" regard-
ing the productivity of communal stock breeding. .

A Karamyshev dispatch from Altai kral carried by PRAVDA on Jan. 16 {not brosadcast)

says that the tractor situation in that area is extremely unsatisfactory and thet

the krai authorities are apparently unaware of it. The overall efficiency of many
machine~tractor stations, ssys Karamyshev, is far below stsndard and a great number of
machines are prematurely put out of commission (prezhdevremenno vykhodiat iz stroya)

due to the inadequate qualificaticns of the operators. In. Chumysh oblast, for example,

the powerful caterpillar tractors are uged only one shift per day while the standard wheel
tractors are not employed at all. What the krai needs, according to the author, is better
trained mechanization workers and more of them;, but the training system is not conducive

to such progress. Curicusly enmcugh, the dispatech continues, the Altal agricultural offi-
cials appear to be quite satisfied with their cadrewtrainlng and even quote the latest

USSR Agriculture Ministry report as saying that "our krai ig far from the bottom of

the 1list" (nash krai stoit daleko ne na poslednem meste). The carelessness

(bezzabotnost) manifested in the selection of students for technical training

is matched by the reluctance of the individual machine-tractor stations to send any

of their workers to school. They in fact do everything possible to keep the tractor drivers
out of school (oni veiacheski uklonyasyutsia ot posylki traktoristov na kursy). Neither the
Krai Party Committee mor the Executive Committee, according to Karsmyshev, seem to be worried
about the technical end of agriculture, and yet "there is not the slightest justifica-

tion for such complacency" (dlia takogo blagodushia net ni maleishego osnovania).

An IZVESTIA editorial of Jan. 23 sheds additional light om the current drive for

greater utilization of farm machinery. An upward revision of producticn norms, though

not specifically mentioned by the paper, may be inferred from the editerial’s oblique
references to the resistance to it on the part of certain sgricultural leaders. The
latter, the paper claims, are usging all sorts of asrguments with the object of "disproving
the value of this important innovation (2 or 3 shift tractor work).” No resson is given
for the resistance to the mentioned "inmovation", but in view of the shortage of trained
tractor drlvers discussed earlier in this report the proposed intensification of macnlnery
wtilization elearly implies an additional load cn the existing personnel. Hence the
reluctance to submit to its

But the leaders of various Soviet eand adminis~
trative organs, instead of supporting any valuable
initistive, prevent- it from developing fearing any
difficulties or risks, and indeed stifle it,
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preferring to keep to the known and well-

trodden paths...Everyone yearning for a quiet

and trouble-free life and used to old ways must be
subjected to the severest criticismu

An enonymous article brosdcast from Kirovograd (Jan. 18) says that the repair of machine-
tractor stetion equipment in the oblast isg "lagging far behind" the plen. The insuspicious
start made by the repair crews hag kept the work 34% to 62% short of the targets, end the
repair work already completed is of dubious quality. Discussing the same subject on

Jan. 23, KIROVOGRADSKA PRAVDA is critical of the acute shortage of well trained tractor and
combine operators which hag led to a repetition of lagt year's mistakes: most tractors are
working only ome shift per day. The low attendance of the "mechanization" schools is

held responsible for the mentioned shortage but no reasecn is given for the difficylties
attendant upon recruting the required number of students. Thus the Shehaslivsky machine-
tractor station, for example, is short 40 qualified drivers but only 13 are in training,
and of the 61 operators needed by the Kemintern station only 19 are attending school.

The only hint that lack of inducement may in some measure account for the relustance to
take up mechanization courses is seen in a report from Novosibirsk (Jan. 23) saying

that "there are many experienced tractor drivers working as storekeepers.”

Lepsheyeva in KURSKAYA FRAVDA {Jam. 25) implicitly refers to the shertage of men in
agriculture and wants to lmow why the recruitment of young wemen for tractor-driving
courses "has nearly gtopped:"

What is the matter? during the Fatberlend War and the
first postwar years mechine-tractor station cadres
consisted mostly of women. Women tractor drivers,
combine cperators and other workshop workers were
fulfilling with honor their duties under conditions
more difficult then the present ones. '

Russian version:

V chem delo? v gody velikoy otechestvennoy

voiny 1 pervie Poslevoyennie gody kadry MTS

v znschitelnoy chagti sostoyali iz zhenshchin.,
Traktoristki, kombianerki, uchetchitgy, rebotnitsy
mastergkikh v bolee trudnykh usloviskh chem teper s
chestyu vypolniali Postavlennie pered nim zadachi.

Lepsheyeva concludes with the suggestion that the post war trend to replace
women operator with men be reversed apnd an end be put to existing abnormal gituation
(nenormelnoye polozhenie), .

In Rostov oblast, the tractor-combine situation has deteriorated to such an extent
that immediste and redicel measures must be taken to cope with the shortage of |
trained ocperators; according to & MOLOT editorial of Jan. 27, The Tagammog
mechanization school, for exemple, was barely sble to recruit 66 persons for tractor
driver courses instead of the required 200. Some of the oblagt's machine~tractor
stations, like the Zhitnikovsky end others, are said to be "drifting along aimlesgly"
end simply uneble to find a gsolution for their persomnel Problems. Only 13 of the
scheduled 45 students were found to attend school. The mechanization school at the
"Semmadtsatiy Parts'ezd" kolkhoz was to turn out 10 speclalists but only one student
was found attending it,

The personnel in the higher echelons of agricultural administratien is dealt with in
& number of broadeasts, most of them stressing their practieal rather then political
qualifications., Thus a RABOCHIY PUT editorial (Jan. 18) asserts that the selection,

training and appointments of farm managers is not recelving sufficient attention on
the part of agricultural authorities. A farm manager, the paper emphasizes
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must be thoroughly familiar with every aspect of ecollective farm activities, and a
good political background aleme is obvlously not enough: Yonly well-trained and effi-
elent workers should be selected and put at the head of every farm." The same applies
to collective farm chairmen, according to VELIKOLUKSKAYA PRAVDA (Jen. 19), egpecially
now thet most of the farms have been consolidated. The Paper admits that only e few
of the former chairmen of small farms are equal to their new Posts as heads of the
enlarged farms. In most cases;, however, their ignorance of agriculture and lack

of educetion in general tend to hinder agricultural Progress: "A collective farm
chairmen must have a secondary or high agriecultural education.” The adverse effect of
these "wrong" appointments, it is claimed, is reflected in the mismansgement of. a
number of large ertels where the farm statute is digregarded and "idlers and pilferers
of communal property" are covered up. We have no bad collective farms, the paper
concludes, only bad administrators, and a further improvement in the work of
collective farm chairmen is a sine qua non for the improvement of agriculture.

The illegal distribution of nondistributed funds ig again the object of some

editorial attention. IZVESTIA (Jan. 16) reminds its readers that tempering with
these funds will not be tolerated even though every other agpect of the agriculturdl
plan has been fulfilled and overfulfilled. A number of farms, the paper complaing,
having compleipd "their planned deliveries to the State, "distributed almost all the
remaining products” as remuneration for workin~ days end left very little for sale.
Since the nondistributed funds (nedelimie fondy) are made up of tke proceeds from such sales,
the procese should be reverged--the require:¢ swount migt be added to the fund and the
balance used ag payment for work. Communal requirements, the paper reiterates, must be
glven priority over individual needs, The individualwversusweommunitymintereats

theme is discugsed by VELIKOLUKSKAYA FRAVDS {(Jen. 20} elong similar lines. Referring to
the priority system of collective farn obligations, the Paper says that the importance
of maintaining and increaging the nondistributed fund 1s zecond only to the agricultural
Plen itself, that is deliveries to the State. Lagt year's mistakes, the editorial
stresses, must not be repeated. Payments for work to the farmers must not be made be-
fore the necessary deductions for the nondigtributed fund have been mede. Neither
should payments to farmers be mede on the bagis of equality "without teking inte
consideration the smount of harvest gathered by a brigade or a team (zveno) and

the productivity of cattle achieved  *

Among the other agricultural topies aired on the regional trensmitters are

sugar beet harvesting, scquisition of irrigated land and soil fertilization. Another
implicit reference to the manpower shortage in agrieylture is, inecidentally, contained
in a STALINGRADSKAYA PRAVDA editorial (Jan. 23). Declaring that fertilization werk

is being carried out very slowly im a number of rayons, the paper suggests that
"pioneers and sghool children can do much to help in thig direction" end that the '
significance of these agrotechnical messures should be explained to the youth.,

Sugar beets - The backward sugar beet réyons of Poltava cblagt: Obop~ °
lonsky, Zolotonzhaky, Gradovsky, Grebenkovsky, Shramkovsky,
Piryatinsky, Yagotinsky and Gelmyazovsky, (ZARYA POLTVSH-
CHINY, Jan. 18)

The obleat as a whole attained worse ylelds of sugar beets
then last year. (KOROVOGRADSKA PRAVDA, Jan. 23)

Fertilizer - The kolkhozes of some rayons have not even begun the
Procurement of fertilizer (MOLOT, Jen. 16)

Fertilization work is being carried out very slowly in
Khopersky, Denilovsky, Komsomolsky, Frunzensky, Kletsky
and Ser;fimovichsky rayons (STALINGRADSKAYA PRAVDA,
Jan, 23). ‘
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Rural Electrification - . The artisan methods (kustsrshchina) of building power
v .stations must be rejected oncé smd for all...
Some stationg are frequently inactive because
of various breakdowns resulting from improper
care. Sometimes the personnel does not lmew
how to properly operate these stations.
(SOVETSKAYA SIBIR, Jan. 24)

Ipdustry: Higher production quality and lewer coste are the chief industrial targets
of today, mcecording to most of the broadeasts, and soclalist competition for both

is repeatedly recommended, The race for quantity to the detriment of quality (gonenie
za kolichestvom v ushcherb kachestwu) ig cestigated on the radio and in the press s
although the line taken is that improved quality should not in any way affect the
quantitative minima of the plan. PRAVDA {Jan. 24 not broadcast) cerries a long
article by Kalnberzin, Secretary of the Latvian Communist Party, severely eriticizing
the republie’s textile and metallurgical indugtries for "striving to embellish the
actual sitnation” (stremlenie priukrasit deistvitelnoye polozhenie del) with high
production indices and a veriety of good averages. Among them sre the glant Liepaja
plent "Krasniy Metallurg”, the Riga plents "VEFY, "REZ" and others whose overall
fulfillment of the plan conceals numerocus shortcomings in quality end assortment.

The "Latlesosplav" (Latvian Timber Floating Trust) is said to have resorted to
eriminal methods to cover up the breakdewn of its plan (proval plana). Having
squandered great quantities of lumber and fearing the possible consequences, the trust's
officials submitted fictitious reports {fiktivnie svodki) showing overfulfillment and
receiving bonuses for their performance. Kalnberzin also points to the lack of order
{neporyadek) on the Latvian raliroads where everything appears to go wrong:

Capital investments were repeatedly unimplemented,
machinery and mechanisms were left unused s road maintensce
regulations erudely violated end lsbor was badly organized.

Russilen versions

Kapitelovleszhenia sigtematicheski ne ogvaivalis, maghiny i
mekhenizny ne ispolzovalis s tekbbichegkie pravila
soderzhania dorog grubo narushelis, trud rabochikh byl
organizoven plokho.

Of some interest in this eonnection is the Secretary’s casual reference to the
fear of reprisals which in scme cases at least aceounts for report falsifica~
tions and other violations:

For the sake of their own peace of mind--and fearing
unpleasent consequences for themselves--such officials

are wont to forget the main objective, the interests of the
buginess, the interests of the Party and State.

Russian versien:
Vo imya svoego spokoystvia, opasayas lichnykh nepriat~-
nostey, tekle rabotniki zabyvayut o glavnom--ob interesakh
dela, interesakh partii i gosudarstva.
Report falsification is also the subject of STALINGRADSKAYA PRAVDA's editorial discug-
sion of Jen. 25. Listing & number of Stalingrad plants which failed o complete their

plens, the paper is surprised at the reasons offered for such failures » and suggests
that the ineptitude of the menagement is perhaps the real rsason: .
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Some directors try to cover their inability to organize
work correctly by ellegations of antistate activities,
Striving to fulfill the plan at any cost;, deception

end falgification of report data have been permitted ...

By plan fulfillment, the paper intimates, they mean quantity vithout any regard for
quelity or the plamned assortment of manufactures. KRYMSKAYs PRAVDA (Jan. 19)
suggests that the entire force of socialist competition should be directed toward
"raiging the (uality...snd lowsring the cost of production." Lack of socialist
competition is also held respensible for the failure of the Saratov city and
oblast industry to cope with its plans, according to KOMMUNIST (Jemn. 25).

The qualitative indices, the paper says, are particularly low in the Saratov

gas and oil and the construction materials industries.

STALINGRADSKAYA PRAVDA (Jam. 18) frankly ascribes most of the industrial ills to
inefficient labor. Although mass political work among the workers, good planning

and adequate utilization of machinery are considered esgential, there is nothing that herder
work will not cure. In the Stalingrad Building Trust, the difference in the output of
brocklayers, for example, is so great as to vitiate any constructicn plannings

The best masons brigades...are laying 6 cubic meters of
bricks per day per men...at the Stalingrad House Building
Trust not more then 1} cubic meters are being laid...The
best brigades plastered 15 spuare meters per man per day,
and at other organizations 4 square meters snd even less then that
were plagtered.
Industrial efficiency, according to @ summarized report from Novosibirsk {Jan, 23),
is gsomething to be comstantly encouraged and cannot be expected to reach a high level
without continuous prodding. The house bullding program in thet area is reported far
behind schedule because man enterprises "are satisfied to have a very small number of
stakhenovites". Hence, insufficient encouragement. The 500-mile-a-day movement among
the railroad engineers which had spread on a number of Soviet railroeds is now all but
forgotten for the simple reasen thaet it wae "not sufficiently asgisted" and therefore
Tailed to turn into & “mess movement" > 88 on the Tomsk line for example.

Efficiency, ss pointed out by Titarenko im PRAVDA on Jer. 24, can be carried to

ridiculous extremes in which csse it would be more aprreopriate o call it a vieclous
practice (porochnaya praktika), The Minisiry of the Building Materials Industry is

¢ited as a case in point. It is seid to be im the habit of distributing materials

among Pnepropetrovsk oblast comstruction projects without econsideration of their
requirements (bez ucheta zaprosov) thus creating above-norm reservas (sverkhnormativnie
zapasy) in some and shortages in others. Ths Novemogkovsky Sheet Metal Works, for
example; received eight times as much materisl as it needed or could possibly handle.
Lonsumer goods: The dearth emd low quality of consumer goods are frequently high-

lighted on the reglonal transmiiters but such discussions usually contain little specifi-
c¢ity beyond the references to shorteomings in familier terms. The first officlal reference
to balek market activities iz mede in a SOVETSKAYA SIBIR editorial on 16 January: "“In
many cases goods are sold from under the counter only to friends, end gometimes even for
bribes.” The cblagt consumer cooperatives, the paper continues, completed its last year's
activities with "ungatisfactory induces", and their present performance also leaves much
to be desired. The mentioned malpractice has been noted particularly in the rural areasg
where the pumber of model rural salesman is still woefully insufficient. A shortage of
consumer goods is also admitted in Saratov oblast (KOMMUNIST, Jen. 19) where it was
expressed in terms of "several million rubles" last year alone. Here, too, the blame

is pinned on the salesmen and store managers whose political and professional training

is not up to stendard whose personal cupidity therefore gets the better of their loyalty
to the people. PSKOVSEAYA FRAVDA (Jan. 25) complains that such large consumer organizations
ag the Nar-Prom-Kombinat (Pecple's Industrial Combine}, the Pskov Haberdashery and the
Pishcheprom (Food Combine) are producing very low qualiiy goods of insufficient agsortment,
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and failed to fulfill last year's plan on top of it.

Following are some other items highlighting the current drive for higher production
gquality and greater assortment in chronological orders

25 Jemuary-~The Rostov Coal Combine, though it fulfilled the gross coal extraction plan,
did not insure the fulfillment of the plan by every mine and every gsector (FOLOT) 5

29 January--The Statistical Department notes that certain enterprises fulfilled the
gross plan, but did not fulfill the plan for specified types of goods (Novosibirsk);

29 January--The Minister of the Building Materials Industry and his deputy ... do not
conduet a struggle sgainst the "anti-mechanization mood" (anti-mekhanizatorsikie
nastroyenia) .., The brick manufacturing machines at enterprises are used on the
average to 574 of their capacity., Many remain inactive (KAZAKHSTANSKAYA,PRAVDA};

30 Januery--... several industrial enterprises are failing to fulfill their production
brograms regarding the manufacture of important products .., the range of products
should be enlarged ... (STALINGRADSKAYA FRAVDA) .

Party Activities: The moat widely publicized failing in the field of Party life is

in the political eduration of rank-and-file Communists. The Party school network,
independent study circles and scheduled lectures on Party doctrine--all desizned to
propagate and maintain orthodox Marxism among the membership--are said to be falling
somewhat short of the target, Here, too, it appears that the tendency amonz the
Comuniste in charge "of political education is toward quantity rather than quality.

As CHERNOMCRSKA KOMUNA (Jan. 17) puts it, some Party leaders are attempting to enligt
"as many Communisis as possible" for the prescribed studies =rithout any regcard for the
quality of instruction, on the one hand, and the students! background, aptitude and
inclination, on the other, The desire to show a large enrollment in the schools and
the resultant Jarge-scale recruitment has tended to disrerard many other aspecis of
Communist education and, among other things, discourage independent study. An :
extreme example of such indiscriminate enrollment is cited in the case of the Cdessa
Polyclinic physiecians who, as professionals, are usually encouraged to study inde-
pendently: ‘Yout of 108 doctors ov. Only 4 atudy independently and all the others are
enrolled in politiecal groups. Such underestimation of ... independent study handicaps
the theoretical indoctrination of Communists "

VELIKOLUKSKAYA PRAVDA (Jan, 24) speaks of the "serious flaws" in the work of lecture
propaganda which on the whole “does not accord with the exigencies" of Party education,
Well prepared and well substantiated lectures on the "Brief History of the All-Union
Communist Patty" and Marxist-Leninist classics, the editorial concludes, is what the
Communists need, Stereotyped and repetitious presentation of topics not germane to

the current Communist construction merely tends to bore the listeners:

We have also such lecturers as do not make the effort to work
out the lecture, but copy and rearrange other people's lectures
and offer it in this shape to the audience,

This description is said to apply particularly to the lecturers of the Porechensky,
Belsky, Ilyinsky, Novosokolniki and other rayon Party Committeeg. :

An aronymous article carried by KIROVOGRADSKAYA PRAVDA (Jan. 23) discloses that one
of the methods used to discourage independent study is to leave it unsgupervised. Thig
in fact happened in a number of places in the oblast, and the result was that "many
Communists and non~-Party activists are not working at their own education at ali."
Lack of Party supervision over the independent students of Marxiam is alse sherply
eriticized by STALINGRADSKAYA PRAVDA of Jan, 27, In Dzerzhinsky and Krasnoarmeisky
rayons independent political studies have all but deteriorated and the local Party
organizations do not appear to be concerned about it:
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There is no comtrol over the political studies of Communists who
are studying Merxism and Leninism on their own, and Party organiza-
tions do not always offer them theoretical and methodical help.

Nepotism and suppression of criticism within the Party are charged in a number of press
dispatches and voicecasts, all of them pointing to the fear of being ecriticized. An
Afryan article in PRAVDA (Jan. 25, not broadcast) speaks in contemptuous terms of the
artificially created "eirele of indispensable workers" (kruzhok nezamenimykh rabotnikov)
around the Leninakan (Armenian SSR) Party organization. Some of these officials had
been dismissed from responsible jobs on several occasions for incompetence and abuse
of official privileges but have invariably been reappointed to other equally important
positions. Ohe of them, the director of the Textile Combine, was repeatedly exposed
as objectionable but could not be dislodged from his post by the Party until the
"investigative organs" (sledstvemnnie organy) finslly caught up with him. Another, the
head of the Erevan branch of the Transcaucasian Railroad, was found guilty of nepotism
and guppression of eriticism at the same time and still manages to get away with both
“erimes;

.. @t work he surrounded himself with his relatives ... he
issued an order dismissing from work all those who dared criticize
him,

Russian versions

.o« Okruzhil sebya na rabote svoimi rodstvennikemi ..., izdal
prikaz ob osvobozhdenii ot raboty vsekh tkh, kto osmelilsia
kritikovat ego,

A virulent indictment of suppression of criticism and even persecution of eritics in
the Rostov Parly Committee is contained in a MOLOT editorial of Jan. 30. The absence
of criticism and self-criticism, says the paper, has engendered an "atmosphere of
placidity and indifference," and the city's Party leaders have "developed cockiness
and self-complacency." Litile or no attention is paid to criticism from below and
Ygrogs mistakes® in Party work are constantly overlooked or even condoned:

It is 1o aceident therefore that there were cases of flagrant
stifling of criticism and self-criticism and gross oppression and
persacution of people who criticized shortecomings.

Ideological Weaknesses: Significant in the otherwise meager outpult on ideological
purity is the official attention to doctrinal patiers in the Buryat-Mongolian and
Yakutian ASSR*s., FRAVDA (Jan. 17, not broadcast) carries an unsigned report from

Ulan Ude stating that the recent plenum of the Buryat-Mongolian Party has discovered

. that "Buryat-Mongolian Soviet literature ... i1s not in keeping with current require-

" mentsY {sogtoyanie buryat-mongolskoi sovetskoi literatury ... ne otvechavet predyavlyaemym
trebovaniam) . Elaborating the point, the report goes on to say that a number of
{unnamed) publications present the history of the Buryat-Mongolian people "in a
distorted way" (v izvrashchennom vide), minimize the significance of the class struggle
and idealize the feudal past. The "serious shortcomings” revealed in the first

volume of the "History of the Buryat-Mongolian ASSRU are laid to the dubious Party
orthodoxy of the various scientific-research institutes and the institutions of higher
learning whose treatment of the history of the Buryat-Mongolian people is "not at all
satisfactory." (soversherno neudovletvoritelno). Similar failings though in lesser
degree zre atiributed also to the Party orgamizations of the Republiets philarmonic
orchestra and the Writers® Union. '

The flurry created by PRAVDA's adverse eriticism of Basharin's book "Three Yakutian
Realigt-Educators" (Tri Yakutskikh Realista-Prosvetitelya) last December is referred
to in short unsigned PRAVDA item on Jan. 23 (not broadcast). Stung into action, the
Presidium of the Yakut Academy of Sciences held a plenary session, resgolved that
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PRAVDA's criticism was " just” (pravilnaya) and proceeded to dig deeper into the
ideological life of the] épubliec, No details are offered as to the findings but the
inferences drawn from % e Presidium's decisions are revealing:

=

The Presidium outlined a number of measures ... 10 revise the
manuseripts and other completed works ... on Yekut literature ...
to revide the thematics of scientifiec works, intensify the local
pres:sf propagation of the ideas of friendship of peoples and Soviet
patriotism,

Russ%/a}f%\rersiong
7
; /"’ Presidium nametil ryad meropriatiy ... peresmotret rukopisnie i
A drugie zakonchennie raboty ... po yakutskoi literature ...
Y peresmotret tematiku nauchnykh rabot, usilit propagandu v mestnoi
pechati idei druszbby narodov, sovetskogo patriotizma.

A report from Kiev (in Ukrainian, Jan. 27) tells of the conference of critics and
writers sponsored by the Ukrainian Authors Union. Called ostensibly to discuss the
purity of the ideological line pursued by the monthly magazine VITCHYZHA, the
conferees are sald to have discovered "signs of a relapse! (priznaki retsidiva) into
Ukrainian bourgeois nationalism in other publications as well, particularly in the
works of Kobyletsky. The mentioned periodical, it is claimed, does not publish enough
articles on the "beneficial Influence" (blagotvornce vlianie) of Russisn literature om
Ukrainian literature, and that its treatment of the problem of socialist esthetics

is unsatisfactory. The report alsc points out that, in the view of the conference,
the present status of literary criticism in the Ukraine "cannot as vet be considered
gatisfactory! {nelzya eshche schitat udovletvoritelnym). This point, however, is

not elaborated beyond the mention that among the resolutions adopted is one calling
for "more attention ..., to contemporary Ukrainian literature." Another point obvicusly
stressed to enhance the importance of the conference is that it was attended by
representatives from Leningrad and Moscow.

Russo-Ukrainian Unity: Spesking at the unveiling of a monument %o Lenin in Lvov,

the Presidium chairman of the Ukrainian Supreme Council Greechukha guoted Lenin to the
effect that an independent Ukraine divorced from Russia proper is & virtual
impossibilitys -

The immortal words of Lenin that "a free Ukraine is possible only
through the united action of the proletariats of the Great Russian
and the Ukrainiesn people, and there can be no free Ukraine without
such unity" have become the sacred law to all the Ukrainian people.
(in Ukrainian, Jan, 21)
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